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Saijo International Exchange Associati
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NPO SIEA held its 2021 General Meeting.
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i look forward to your continued support.

- We can’t wait to meet you all at next year's general meeting!
2 One of our 2020 events. More info can be found on our homepage.
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\ / Become an SIEA Member for 2021! \

Every year, SIEA recruits new members interested in cross-cultural activities. Paying membership dues is
General Meeting Report 1 one way to help support SIEA and get involved.

Towards a Multicultural [Yearly Dues]Individuals: 1,000 yen. Students (up to HS) 500 yen. Groups 10,000 yen
Society 2 {Membership Length] Day of Sign-up ~ March 31, 2022
[ Application Process ]

After filling out the Member Application Form, please submit it to the SIEA office.
Wel to Belaium! (Download the form from the official websites of City Hall, every Branch Office, or every Community Center, or the SIEA homepage.)
elcome to Belgium!

By Honami Dewerchin 3 3¢ Members receive information on SIEA activities, the SIEA newsletter, and discounts on SIEA events. For more
information, please contact the SIEA office.
To the People of SIEA
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By Nguyen Bui Anh Thy ( S I International Relations SAIJO is a newsletter published by the Saijo Inter-

national Exchange Association (SIEA). Feel free to contact us with your
knternational Relations INFO 4 j L EA comments, questions, and submission requests.
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International Relations SAIJO

Towards a Mulficultural Society

At SIEA, we believe in a future where “people of various nationalities and ethnicities can
come together to acknowledge their cultural differences, treat each other with respect,
and build a better society.”* ' )
SIEA will do its utmost to bring the world to our tight-knit community.
*MIC: Mulficulturalism Promotion Research Report

We offer local and foreign Trick or Treat | To promote a more holistic worldview, we
residents opportunities 1o offer dispatch opportunities and internation-

experience each other’s -Treat! al exchange opportunities for ambitious
cultures, deepen their glob- youth through which they can experience
al knowledge and under- 2l different ways of thinking and cultures and
standing of other cultures, ey learn about a variety of ideas.

and develop a cooperative, \

international consciousness.
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OYoung Leaders Training ~ OOnline Exchanges
OFriendship City OVisits From Hebei University

Olntl Exchange Cafe Ogriatural Fair Int'l Understanding Lecture}s
Olnt'l Understanding Lectures O Reading Club
Olanguage Courses Olnt'l Cooking Classes

s Santa came to
- say Hello!
s

Oalloween Party
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We promote mutual understanding by offering
language instruction support and opportunities
to learn about Japanese culture and the local e 0,

area so that foreign residents can enjoy a more 5 7, .| | lwsclemenary,

comfortable life in Saijo. T A%, il my dear Watson.

O lntroductions to Japanese Language Courses
OTeam Translation

O Japanese Cooking Classes < Due to COVID-19, some of these activities may be postponed or canceled.
y De postp
Ofaijo Fan Club Tours For more information, please contact the SIEA office.

Get Involved with Int’'l Exchange!

At SIEA, we're always looking for volunteers who want to get involved in
international exchange activities, including translation, interpretation,

Language Volunteers Homestay Volunteers Event Planning Volunteers

Homestay volunteers act as host fami- Event planning volunteers help with international

Language volunteers use their language : i : , . , i :
lies for international students during their exchange events like the Agricultural Fair or the

abilities to help with translation, inter-

pretation, and other related activities. stay. 55 Halloween Party.
il a
E%=E Get a form from the Fill in the form and Get contacted by SIEA with event
‘14 SIEA page or office submit to the office details and participate
=] X Applying by e-mail is also acceptable. > Details are arranged on a case-by-case basis.
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Welcome to
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(Writer) Honami  Dewerchin
(Editor) Kondo i,
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People often describe Belgians as by-the-book and insular, just
like the Japanese people. However, it's a dif-
ferent story when soccer events like the FIFA
World Cup or the Euros come around. During
this fime, Belgians decorate their homes and
cars with the Belgian flag, as loud cheers for
the Red Devils* echo from bars and homes.
Even though Belgium is mostly known for its
sweets here in Japan, it is also the birthplace
of French fries. It is famous for its gourmet cui-
sine, which, just like its official languages, is
influenced by its neighboring countries. Be-
sides Belgian cuisine, its restaurants offer

Belﬁle wafel

ocolade

Convenience stores and snack aisles
often stock Belgian chocolates and Bel-
gian waffles, so for many Japanese peo-
ple, Belgium means chocolate and not
much else. So let’s dive deeper. What kind
of national personality do Belgians have?
What is Belgium in the first place? Having
lived in Belgium for two years, allow me to
show you Belgium through my eyes.

Belgium is a relatively new country, hav-
ing declared its independence in 1830,
and its area and population are roughly
the same as Kyushu. The official languages
are Dutch, French, and German, and
many Belgians can speak other languages
like English with ease.

PLOM BUj, Ul SSJOM 4594 B

Good weather in Antwerp.

Lastly, regarding COVID-19, as of early July, over 45% of the Bel-
gian population has been vaccinated and the northern parts of Bel-
O gium are now designated as low-risk areas. After nearly half a year
of strict lockdowns, many Belgians are finally enjoying the freedom
of summer, drinking beers with their friends on cafe terraces and in
public parks.
Because of COVID-19, it's hard to live a “normal” life, no matter
| where you are in the world. As long as we consider the environment
p=d Cand the people around us, enjoy life, and do what we can to the

(I best of our ability, a bright future will await us. I'm sure of it.
Honami Dewerchin

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCEUPFe-WcR2Bnbobdnlkomg » S ®
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To the People of SIEA

In early June, | finished my term as CIR and went back home to Vietnam. Thank
you for everything these last 4 years.

Just like many Vietnamese people, I've admired Japan ever since | was little, and
studied Japanese in college. In recent years, Japanese companies have increasingly
expanded into the Vietnamese market, and the Japanese government is letting more
Vietnamese exchange students and technical interns into the country. | was very
lucky to have entered the job market when being able to speak Japanese meant
being able to find a good job. While | was working at a company as a member of
society, | started thinking to myself, “I want to be helpful.” At that time, | learned
about working in Japan as a CIR and introducing many people to Vietnamese culture
and the Vietnamese people. On one hand, | wanted to know how Vietnamese people
in Japan could be recognized as members of Japanese society, not only through my
own efforts, and on the other, | wanted to be useful in any way possible so that
the people around me would accept me.

As a CIR, | felt blessed to have many opportunities to promote cultural exchanges
with Vietnam and Austria, set up friendship city agreements, and support foreign
residents. Besides my usual work, | also planned and took part in SIEA events. |
tried my best to create an environment where Vietnamese people and local residents
could interact with each other. Many SIEA members and local residents helped with
these events, too.

At cultural introduction events, local Vietnamese residents helped in many ways,
including searching for cooking ingredients. After work, they always came to help
with Vietnamese language lectures, too. Even when Japanese residents taking the
language courses complained about how hard learning Vietnamese was, they kept on
coming because it was fun interacting with Vietnamese people. Some of them even
said that through these interactions, they could understand Vietnamese people better
and wanted to support foreigners more.

Vielnamese Interns Introducing
Vletnam at ihe Agrlcul’rural Fair

People from Vietnam and other foreign countries didn’t come to Japan to work just
because they wanted to live a better life. Some are working to help send their
siblings to college. Some are saving because they want to start their own businesses
and succeed. No matter how tough the work is, or how short the stay is, Japan is a
wonderful country for people to visit. Many people dream about going to Japanese
colleges. Every day, after work, they study Japanese, and on weekends, they study
some more through volunteer Japanese classes. The volunteer Japanese teachers are
the ones supporting them the whole way, too. Their kindness is heartwarming and
precious for foreigners. On the other hand, many find it difficult to participate in
cross-cultural activities or Japanese language classes because of company circumstanc-
es or situations at work. This is because some companies dislike interactions with
Japanese people or other foreigners. Many Vietnamese people are also too busy with
work, with most of their days spent just going back and forth between home and
work. Some communities just become isolated. There is still a lot of work to do
before anything gets changed, but | definitely hope volunteer Japanese classes and
cross-cultural activities will continue to be held in the future.

| originally came to Japan because | wanted to be helpful to people. After com-
ing to Saijo, | met kind Japanese people, and they helped me a lot. | also met
young Vietnamese people filled with energy who motivated me to keep doing my
best. Thanks to everyone, | was able to have a very meaningful time in Saijo. Thank
you from the bottom of my heart. If you get a chance to come to Vietnam, let me
know. Let’s meet again soon!

By Former CIR Nguyen Bui Anh Thy

VIETNAMESE CLASSES
*y, APDLY NOW!

Editorial
Comments

| look forward to working with all of you.

[Place] Saijo City Welfare Center
[Target Audience] City residents or employees; SIEA members.

[Fees] 7,000 yen (SIEA members: 5,000 yen) Textbooks not includ

[Term] October 2021 ~ July 2022 (15 sessions, 2 sessions per mo
X This is not a professional course. It may be changed to an online format at any fi
XMore information on applications will be posted in the Saijo City September ne

This is Kondo, and I'll be in charge of International International Relations SAIJO Staff: A
Relations SAIJO from this volume onwards.

Able to attend more than 70% of classes.
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